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NEWS AND NOTES
Florida Library and Historical Commission
Governor Farris Bryant on October 4 appointed the member-
ship of the new State Library and Historical Commission created
by the legislature last spring. Adam G. Adams of Coral Gables,
a director of the Florida Historical Society and head of the Plan-
ning Committee of the Florida Civil War Centennial Commis-
sion, was named chairman. Serving with him will be Dr. Archie
McNeal, Director of Libraries, University of Miami; Miss Dena
Snodgrass, Jacksonville; Allen Morris, Tallahassee; Mrs. Neil Bit-
ting, Ocala; Mrs. James D. Bruton, Jr., Plant City; and T. T.
Wentworth, Jr., Pensacola. The Governor, in announcing these
appointments, said the State Library must expand its services and
embark on a vigorous program in order to keep pace with the
growth and needs of Florida. The Library and Historical Com-
mission held an organizational meeting in Tallahassee on October
17, and at that time asked the State Cabinet to release $100,000
for state aid to county libraries. The legislature voted a $200,000
biennial appropriation for this program, which was considerably
short of the $1,317,705 in grant funds requested. Twenty-seven
counties are qualified for the state grant-in-aid program this year.
Library News
In September, 1963, Libraries For Florida announced that it
was ceasing publication because it had become “too expensive to
be continued in view of the limited funds available.” Issued for
the past seven years, Libraries For Florida had a circulation of
about 3,600. The former State Library Board used it to focus
“public attention on the condition of libraries and library service,
to create an awareness of the need for improvement and expan-
sion, and to point out the effect of good library service on the
state of Florida and the lives of its people.”
[ 295 ]
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Five regional library meetings, jointly sponsored by the Trus-
tees and Friends Section of the Florida Library Association and
the Florida State Library, were held during October in Miami
Beach, Vero Beach, Sarasota, Ocala, and De Funiak Springs.
Florida Civil War Centennial Commission
Adam G. Adams represented the Commission at the meeting
of the Southern States Civil War Centennial Commission held in
San Antonio, Texas, on October 24. Mr. Adams read a paper
on the Battle of Olustee. Circuit Judge Ben C. Willis of Talla-
hassee, a director of the Florida Historical Society and a member
of the Florida Civil War Centennial Commission, made an ad-
dress at Chickamauga National Battlefield Park on July 28. The
occasion was the rededication of the Florida monument at the
battlefield. Dr. Samuel Proctor, editor of Florida A Hundred
Years Ago, published by the Commission, represented the Com-
mission at the annual meeting of the National Civil War Centen-
nial Commission in Boston in May, 1963.
Southeastern Museums Conference
The Conference held its twelfth annual meeting in Miami
on October 24, 25, and 26, 1963. J. C. Dickinson, Jr., Direc-
tor of the Florida State Museum, was on the program.
American Association for State and Local History
The twenty-third annual meeting of the American Association
for State and Local History was held October 2-5, 1963, in Ra-
leigh, North Carolina. Attending were Samuel Proctor, associate
editor of the Florida Historical Quarterly; Rembert W. Patrick,
vice president of the Association; Miss Margaret Chapman, execu-
tive secretary of the Florida Historical Society; Evelyn J. Draper,
Rollins College; and Stephen Schmidt, director, Martin County
Historical Society.
There were a number of interesting and informative papers,
panel discussions, and workshops presented on university, church,
business, and government archives; changing requirements for
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museums; care of documents, manuscripts, prints, and books;
and the role and scope of local and area historical societies.
The Directory of State and Provincial Archivists and Rec-
ords Administrators, 1963, issued at this meeting, reveals that
Florida is one of only five states in the United States which lacks
a standardized archival program. The Directory of Religious
Archival and Historical Depositories lists two Catholic historical
depositories in Florida: Diocese of Miami, 6301 Biscayne Boule-
vard, Miami 38, Florida, and Diocese of St. Augustine, 40 Cathe-
dral Place, P.O. Box 941, St. Augustine. The Reverend William
L. Hargrave, Box 597, Winter Park, is area historiographer for
the Episcopal Church in Florida, and the Reverend Joseph Hunt-
ley, 1415 Live Oak Street, New Smyrna Beach, is area archivist
of the Lutheran Church of Florida.
Southeastern American Studies Association
Professor Charlton W. Tebeau, former president of the Flor-
ida Historical Society and editor of Tequesta, is serving as presi-
dent of the Association. Gerald Critoph, professor of history and
American studies at Stetson University, is secretary-treasurer.
Arthur W. Thompson, professor of history at the University of
Florida and former president of the Association, is on the pro-
gram committee. The Association will hold its annual meeting
in the spring of 1964.
Local and Area Societies and Commissions
Alachua County Historical Commission: An historical marker was
dedicated on October 12 at the site of the old county court house
in Newnansville, the first county seat of Alachua County. Jess
Davis, chairman of the Historical Commission and former post-
master of Gainesville, gave a talk on the early history of New-
nansville.
Citrus County Historical Commission: Mrs. Mary MacRae, a for-
mer director of the Florida Historical Society, was appointed
chairman of this group when it was authorized by the Citrus
County Commissioners in September. The ten-member Commis-
sion held organizational meetings September 20 and October 3.
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Historical Association of Southern Florida: The director of the
Association’s museum has announced an exhibit on Carl G. Fish-
er, the famous Miami Beach pioneer.
Jefferson County Historical Association: According to an an-
nouncement, the Association is purchasing an old house in Mon-
ticello, built around 1835, to be used as its headquarters.
Madison County Historical Society: The program for the First
Annual Tobacco Queen Festival held in Madison on August 3,
included a history of Madison County before the Civil War writ-
ten by Carlton Smith, well-known Madison County historian. The
Historical Society, which was organized in the spring of 1962,
meets monthly in the library of the North Florida Junior College.
Martin County Historical Society: The Society inaugurated its
fall and winter season of activities with the annual membership
banquet on October 26. The guest speaker was Robert Ingle,
director of research, Salt Water Division, and assistant director
of the Florida State Board of Conservation. His topic covered
various phases of conservation with special emphasis on the House
of Refuge Museum’s potential as a leading institution in impor-
tant conservation projects. Mr. Stephen Schmidt, director of the
Martin County Museums, spoke to the Indian River Drive Asso-
ciation, on October 31, on “Early Residents of the Indian River
Area.” A photographic exhibit entitled “The Growth of a Com-
munity” opened at the Elliot Museum on November 3. Indian-
town is the subject of this educational and informative exhibit.
Pensacol Historical Commission: The Pensacola City Council re-
cently organized this Commission and at its October 10 meeting
appointed T. T. Wentworth, Jr. as a member.
Pensacola Historic Preservation Society: The Pensacola City
Council has voted to preserve the former home of Dorothy Wal-
ton, widow of George Walton, signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, as an historic shrine. At one time Stephen R. Mallory,
Confederate Secretary of the Navy, also lived in the house. It was
first opened to the public as a museum in 1938 by the Pensacola
Historical Society. T. T. Wentworth, Jr., former director of de
Florida Historical Society and a member of the newly created
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Florida Library and Historical Commission, has offered the house
to the city provided it is removed to a more appropriate site,
preferably the Main and Barcelona Street site of the replica of
the Panton-Leslie Trading Post.
St. Lucie County Historical Commission: With the help of Walter
Hellier, a director of the Florida Historical Society, an historical
commission was set up by the County Commission on September
3. W. F. (Fannie) Richards, president of the St. Lucie Historical
Society, was appointed chairman. The Commission will collect,
keep, and display objects, documents, and records pertaining to
the county.
College News
Florida Presbyterian College: The University of Oklahoma Press
has published Empire of the Inca by Burr Cartwright Brundage,
professor of history. Professor Arnold J. Toynbee has written the
foreword. The Brundage book is volume 69 in The Civilization
of the American Indian Series.
Jacksonville University: Benjamin F. Roger, a director of the
Florida Historical Society and a member of the editorial board
of the Florida Historical Quarterly, has been named acting presi-
dent of the University by the board of trustees. Franklyn A.
Johnson has resigned to accept the presidency of Los Angeles
State College. On September 20, Jacksonville University awarded
an honorary degree in Public Administration to Earl Louis Mount-
batten, First Lord of the Admiralty of Great Britain.
New College: President George Baughman has announced the
appointment of the distinguished and world-famous historian,
Arnold J. Toynbee, as visiting professor, beginning with the fall
semester, 1964. 
Pensacola Junior College: Professor Bell Irvin Wiley, noted Amer-
ican historian and - Civil War authority, spoke at the College in
September. The College is offering two new courses, “Civil War
History” and “History of the New South.”
Stetson University: John E. Johns, professor of history and act-
ing chairman of the history department, is now business man-
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ager of the University. Dr. Johns’ book, Florida During the Civil
War, was published by the University of Florida Press in July,
1963.
University of Florida: David Chalmers, associate professor of so-
cial sciences, delivered a paper entitled “Ku Klux Klan in Vir-
ginia” before the annual meeting of the Association for the Study
of Negro Life and History at Petersburg, Virginia on October 17.
A. W. Thompson, professor of history, has been appointed chair-
man of the American Areas Studies Program at the University.
Dr. Lyle N. McAlister, former chairman of the department of
history, has been named director of the Center for Latin American
Studies. Professor McAlister chaired the session on “Indians of
Latin America in Transition” at the meeting of the Southern His-
torical Association in November held in Asheville, North Carolina.
Rembert W. Patrick, past president of the Southern Historical
Association, presided at the annual dinner at the Asheville meet-
ing and introduced Dr. James W. Silver, University of Mississippi,
who delivered the presidential address.
Samuel Proctor, associate editor of the Florida Historical
Quarterly, was promoted to professor of social sciences, effective
September 1, 1963. Also promoted in the social sciences depart-
ment were Russell F. Farnen, Edward B. McLean, and Selden
Henry to assistant professorships, Blair Reeves, associate professor
of architecture, was in San Juan, Puerto Rico, for the summer,
working on the historic building survey program for the Depart-
ment of Interior’s National Park Service. The purpose is to re-
cord structures of historic value by way of drawings or photo-
graphy.
The University of Florida Press has announced the forthcom-
ing publication of the Atlas of Florida. Cartographer Irwin Raisz
is preparing maps, sketches, and graphs, and Dr. John R. Dunkle,
department of geography, is writing the text. The purpose of the
volume is to provide secondary and elementary schools in the state
with an authoritative source of Florida geography. It will also
be a source of valuable information to tourists, businessmen, and
other interested readers.
University of South Florida: Charles W. Arnade, associate profes-
sor of history, read a paper, “The Bolivian Indian During Colony
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and Independence,” at the annual meeting of the Southern His-
torical Association in November in Asheville, North Carolina.
Dr. Arnade is teaching an evening course in Florida history this
fall at St. Leo’s College, in addition to his regular teaching duties
at the University. Robert Gold, a doctoral candidate in Latin
American history at the State University of Iowa, has been ap-
pointed to the history staff of the University.
University of Tampa: The Great Outdoors Publishing Company
has issued a new Florida book, Pirates, Indians, and Spaniards:
Father Escobedo’s “La Florida,” edited by James W. Covington,
dean of the evening division at the University. The Foreword
was written by Professor Charles Arnade, University of South
Florida.
Everglades National Park
Warren F. Hamilton, superintendent of the Everglades Na-
tional Park, was promoted to assistant regional director in the
National Park Service Western Regional Office at San Francisco.
His successor at Everglades National Park is Stanley C. Joseph,
formerly superintendent of Big Bend National Park, Texas.
The Koreshan Unity
On October 18, the Koresh celebrated its 124th birthday,
and to commemorate the arrival of the “First Settlers” in Estero
there was a boat trip from Estero Island-Fort Myers Beach to the
original dock, Bamboo Landing, where Dr. C. R. Teed and his
followers landed seventy years ago. The Koreshan Unity has
deeded some of its land holdings to the Florida Board of Parks
and Historic Monuments, as the Koreshan State Park, the first
state park in Lee County. An historic marker was erected by the
Board in cooperation with the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs
at Estero on April 3, 1963.
Hedwig Michel, president, announces that the organization is
restoring historical data, compiling the writings of Koresh, and
collecting religious and secular magazines. Anyone having files,
records, letters, and photographs relating to the history of the
Koreshan Movement should get in touch with the officers of the
organization.
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Florida College History Teachers Conference
History teachers from twenty-three junior colleges, private
four-year colleges, and state and private universities of this state
met at Florida State University on March 8 and 9, 1963, to dis-
cuss common problems and interests of faculty members in these
various types of institutions. Some seventy-five persons from
Miami, Jacksonville, Pensacola, and points between were in at-
tendance.
The conference began with an informal reception Friday eve-
ning. Saturday morning, after the group had been welcomed to
the campus by Florida State University Dean J. Paul Reynolds and
Weymouth T. Jordan, head of the Florida State University’s his-
tory department, Professors Rembert Patrick of The University of
Florida and Ray Schultz of Florida State University presented
a discussion of the mutual social sciences interests of Florida’s in-
stitutions of higher learning. The conference then divided into
small discussion groups, devoted to an exchange of ideas on such
topics as textbooks, paperbacks, and audio-visual materials; the
relation between history and social sciences and humanities; means
of attracting and retaining superior students in history; problems
of co-ordinating course offerings and transferring students among
the several institutions; and the role of the Florida Institute for
Continuing University Studies in the teaching of history in this
state.
The afternoon session, chaired by Prof. Maurice Vance of
Florida State University, was devoted to consideration of ways in
which the resources of Florida’s universities could be made more
useful to history teachers of other institutions, such as the junior
colleges and high schools. Possibilities of arranging exchange
professorships and visiting lectureships between the universities
and other institutions; arranging special summer institutes for
junior college teachers and other interested persons; arranging
graduate programs to help junior college teachers acquire ad-
vanced degrees; and making library resources of the universities
available, in some measure, to teachers in smaller institutions,
were among the subjects discussed.
There was general agreement among the participants in the
conference that the exchange of views had been beneficial and
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that such conferences should be continued. A second conference
is scheduled to meet at the University of Florida, Saturday, March
7, 1964.
Dr. J. Webster Merritt
On October 6, 1963, Dr. J. Webster Merritt, former vice
president of the Florida Historical Society, passed away in Jack-
sonville. He was a well-known physician and a specialist in car-
diology and internal medicine.
Dr. Merritt was an important collector of Floridiana and a
Florida author of note. His A Century of Medicine in Jackson-
ville and Duval County was published in 1949 by the University
of Florida Press and he was editor and historian of the quarto
volume Hundredth Birthday, Duval County Medical Society,
1853-1953, published in 1953. His articles on medical history
have been published in scholarly and professional journals. He
was writing a history of medicine in Florida at the time of his
death.
A native of Gainesville, Dr. Merritt was a graduate of the
University of Florida Pharmacy School and Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity Medical School. He interned at Boston City Hospital as a
member of the Harvard Medical Staff and then began his practice
in Jacksonville. A member of the state and national Boards of
Medical Examiners, Dr. Merritt was a Fellow of the American
College of Cardiology and the American College of Physicians.
He was also a member of Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi, and Phi
Sigma fraternities. 
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